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This seminar is designed to
help businesses and non-profit
organizations learn more about
digital marketing.

CADL’s Business Librarian will
discuss using market research
tools, understanding your
competition and how to learn

about your target audience. Then, the Michigan.com team will talk
about the current marketing landscape, how to reach your target
audience through digital platforms and what metrics mean success
for your business.

Thursday,November 9, at 12:15 p.m.
CADL Okemos | 4321 Okemos Rd.

LUNCH IS ON US!
Registration is required for the free event by visiting

cadl.org/events or calling (517) 367-6348.

Digital Marketing Lunch and Learn!

hosted by:

SENIOR HEALTH &
HOSPITALITY SERVICES

Living in a safe, comfortable place with highly trained medical
staff nearby, as well as fun, engaging activities to enjoy can go a
long way in reducing the amount of time you spend worrying.
That’s why we’re here. Schedule your visit today.

4830 Central Park Drive
Okemos,MI 48864
517-349-3600 •
willowsatokemos.com

OUR STAFF IS ON HAND SO YOU CAN
RELAX. AFTER ALL, STRESS

ISN’T HEALTHY.

LJ-GMG0001645-04LJ-GMG0002193-

989.224.6808
1105 S. Scott Road, St. Johns, MI 48879

www.ClintonCommons.com

CALL NOW FOR A TOUR!

Large 1 or 2 Bedroom Deluxe Apartments

Stacked Washer/Dryer Full Kitchens
5 Different Floor Plans To Choose From On-Site
Daily Living Backup Power Generator System

Come Home
to Clinton Commons!

Retirement Living at a Price
YOU CAN AFFORD

$500 OFF
First 3 Months

for One Bedroom Apt!!

Two
recent
self-pub-
lished
releases by
local au-

thors follow the old ad-
age “write about what
you know.”

Although their areas
of expertise are quite
different, each author is
successful using some of
their past experiences to
create entertaining read-
ing.

What makes it more
interesting is that one of
these oversized paper-
backs is a debut novel
while the other is an
exceptionally useful
non-fiction work.

“Casting Demons Into
Swine” by Grand Ledge

author R.J. Erskine
(Stray Voltage Press,
$11.99) is set in the Amish
country of Western Penn-
sylvania, in the 1980s.

It explores the career
of Malcolm Cromarty, a
recently-divorced veteri-
narian who specializes in
the care of large animals.

Cows, horses and
sheep are the central
focus of his efforts, par-
ticularly when an out-
break of rabies starts
slowly and rapidly esca-
lates.

Cromarty must deal
with family feuds, suspi-
cious farmers, unusual
situations and an assort-
ment of violence as the
tension level rises.

If you’re thinking of
James Herriot’s mem-

oirs, – this has a different
personable, novel ap-
proach; there’s a bit of
romance and dark humor
added to the storytelling.

The cast of well-devel-
oped characters includes
a nasty villain or two, a

rusted Jeep-like Scout
named Lucille (after B.B.
King’s famous guitar)
and a likable dog named
Precious.

While there’s lots of
attention given to the
birthing of offspring and

assorted animal health
problems, Erskine’s 275-
page book showcases
ethnic understanding as
well.

“Getting Behind the
Wheel” by Haslett author
R.H. Rademacher (Pi-
geon River Publishing,
$14.95) is subtitled “What
Every Driver Should
Know.”

It’s a great informa-
tive book for the “non-
techie” (like me!) based
on his 30 years of experi-
ence in the auto repair
business.

Rademacher breaks
down his 175-page book
into seven chapters, in-
cluding insights into
safety, routine mainte-
nance, car problems,
choosing a repair shop
and technician, and get-
ting your vehicle re-
paired.

Other chapters deal
with what to know before
you get behind the wheel
and tips on car buying.

The author writes in a
smooth, easily under-
standable, down-to-earth
style, assuming that the
reader is not an expert
but can use some good
advice in dealing with
automotive challenges.

It also offers a list of
related websites to re-
member, if more help is
needed.

This is an excellent,
useful book, ideal for
libraries, new car owners
and veteran drivers.

Ray Walsh, owner of
East Lansing’s Curious
Book Shop, has reviewed
Michigan books and
crime novels regularly
since 1987. Contact him:
raywalsh@voyager.net. 

Barnyard mystery has bit of romance, dark humor

“Casting Demons Into Swine”
by Grand Ledge author R.J.
Erskine. COURTESY

RAY WALSH
BOOKS

“Getting Behind the Wheel”
by Haslett author R.H.
Rademacher COURTESY

Some-
where
alongside
the scares
and thrills
in Mario

Van Peebles’ new show,
there’s an old tale:

A kid grows up in the
family business, then
goes away. When he re-
turns, his dad is hesitant.

That’s the story in
“Superstition” ... and in
other movies and TV
shows ... and in Van Pee-
bles’ real life.

“If you grow up on a
family farm, you learn a
little bit about feeding
the chickens,” he said.
And “when you grow up
with Melvin Van Peebles,
...you learn as a kid” to
make movies.

So he’s given “Su-
perstition” the look of a
big-deal horror film. It
focuses on Calvin, who
grew up in a funeral
home — with his dad
(Mario Van Peebles) and
mom often fighting de-
mons. The young man
left to join the Army;
when he returns, his dad
hesitates.

Yes, Van Peebles has
been there. His dad spe-
cialized in do-it-yourself
filmmaking; Mario took
an opposite route — Co-
lumbia University, an
economics degree, two
years in New York City
government. That’s when
he decided he wanted to
be in movies, after all.

“My dad sort of said,
‘OK, so we’re going to

make you a star.’ .... He
drew a little star on a
piece of paper and he
handed it to me.

“Then he said, ‘Here’s
my free advice: Early to
bed, early to rise, work
like hell and advertise.’”

Van Peebles, 60, has
apparently done that.
After leading-man roles
(including the “Sonny
Spoon” series), he’s done
it all, like his dad. He’s
the “Superstition” pro-
ducer, director, co-writer
and co-star, with his
daughter Morgana co-
starring as Garvey.

To watch:
» “Superstition,”

10 p.m. Fridays, Syfy
» Opener, Oct. 20,

reruns at midnight, then
at 11 p.m. Oct. 26 and
6 a.m. Oct. 27

Family funeral home unlocks
secrets in show ‘Superstition’ 

MIKE HUGHES
TELEVISION


