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Get listed
To have your entertainment events listed in the calendar, submit them online at www.lsj.com or email it to events@lsj.com
by 5 p.m. Friday one week before the publish date. For ongoing events, please send separate notices for each week. You
also can bring information or mail it to Calendar, Lansing State Journal, 120 E. Lenawee St., Lansing, MI 48919.CALENDAR

Frogwatch 2021 - Session 2: FrogWatch
USA is the AZA’s citizen science pro-
gram and it provides opportunities to
learn about the wetlands and amphibi-
ans of mid-Michigan. Saturday, March
27, 2-4 p.m., Potter Park Zoo. Phone:
517-483-4222, 1301 S. Pennsylvania
Ave., Lansing Township. Free.
Virtual Life Drawing Spr - Friday
(clothed model and still life): Join us
every Friday for a virtual drawing ses-
sion in which we explore all aspects of
drawing from life! Taught by artist and
educator, elyse GAMBINO! From still
life, to self-portraiture, to drawing from
a clothed model, some sessions take a

more experimental approach while
others expand upon traditional tech-
niques. All are welcome, come as you
are, no experience needed. FREE or
sliding scale donation. $10 suggested
donation per session. Schedule: April 2
to June 4. Every Sunday, Monday, Tues-
day, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Sat-
urday Friday, April 2, 6 p.m., through
Friday, June 4, 8 p.m., 1804 S. Washing-
ton Ave., Lansing. Free. REACH Studio
Art Center 517-999-3643. info@reach-
studioart.org
Frogwatch 2021 - Session 3: FrogWatch
USA is the AZA’s citizen science pro-
gram and it provides opportunities to

learn about the wetlands and amphibi-
ans of mid-Michigan. Saturday, April 3,
noon-2 p.m., Potter Park Zoo. Phone:
517-483-4222, 1301 S. Pennsylvania
Ave, Lansing Township. Free.
MSU Campus Clean-Up Project: Up-
cycled Bottle Cap Mosaic: Join in clean-
ing up litter around MSU’s campus & get
involved with artists & waste reduction
enthusiasts to create a bottle cap mosa-
ic! Saturday, April 3, 3-6 p.m., MSU Sur-
plus Store and Recycling Center, 468
Green Way, East Lansing. 517-355-1723.
Email : surpluss@msu.edu Free.
Stimson Hospital public ghost hunt
Inner Circle Paranormal Society: Public

ghost hunt at the Stimson Hospital With
Special guest hosts Inner Circle Para-
normal Society (I.C.P.S) Saturday, April
3, 7-11 p.m., 101 W. Plain St., Eaton
Rapids. 517-937-2647. Email: pstur-
gill31@gmail.com. $15-$40.
Stimson Hospital public ghost hunt
Afterlife Road: Public ghost hunt at the
Stimson Hospital With Special guest
hosts Afterlife Road Friday, April 9, 7-11
p.m., 101 W. Plain St., Eaton Rapids.
517-937-2647. Email: psturgill31@
gmail.com. $15-$40.
You can purchase tickets for these
events by visiting the online calendar at
lansingstatejournal.com .

FOR COMPLETE CALENDAR LISTINGS, GO TO WWW.LSJ.COM/EVENTS
Find event listings at www.lsj.com/entertainment

“Prometheus Scorned” by Grand
Ledge author R.J. Erskine (Stray Voltage
Press, $12.99) is an unusual, enjoyable
tale that’s set in the late 1980s in Central
Pennsylvania.

It’s a sequel to his 2017 novel, “Cast-
ing Demons into Swine,” again focusing
on Malcolm Cromarty, who’s facing
many challenges as a large animal vet-
erinarian in the heart of Pennsylvanian
Amish country.

But this is not just a nice simple story
about a kindly DVM who takes care of
ailing cows and horses - it deals consid-
erably with significantly troubled hu-
mans as well.

One of Erskine’s friends aptly
dubbed the author as a “Dark James
Herriot,” referring to the exceptionally
popular British veterinarian.

Cromarty is helping the area’s farm-
ers in the tranquil valley survive a blis-
tering dry spell that’s affecting crops
and critters alike.

When a series of barn fires break out,
no one is suspicious at first – with au-
thorities blaming it on natural causes
and bad luck.

A deviant arsonist is on the loose –
with clever plans for greater destruc-
tion.

The area’s community support
grows; volunteer firefighters join in
combating the increasingly destructive
blazes. Erskine deftly contrasts differ-
ences between various Amish sects.

A talented local youth that Cromarty
has befriended becomes a suspect; a
pretty insurance investigator adds some
spark to the novel’s carefully crafted plot.

Cromarty’s overworked but beloved
Jeep “Lucille” and his mixed-breed dog
“Precious” play important roles; other
scenes are based on major real arson
cases that occurred in Michigan and
Pennsylvania.

A full page map is provided that will
help readers figure out where various
farms and barns are located.

The author, who recently retired from
MSU’s College of Veterinary Medicine,
is working on the third book in his tril-
ogy, which will deal with Amish witch-
craft.

“Prometheus Scorned” by R.J. Er-
skine is a well-designed, self-published,
327-page trade paperback that can be
ordered from strayvoltagepress@
gmail.com.

Ray Walsh, owner of East Lansing’s
Curious Book Shop, has reviewed crime
novels and Michigan books regularly
since 1987. His email address is
raywalsh@voyager.net.

Books
Ray Walsh

Guest columnist

Drought, arson figure into Grand Ledge author’s novel

“Prometheus Scorned” by R.J. Erskine

University of Michigan. She is up there
and is happy and as cold as can be,” he
joked.

Wolverine alum Desmond Howard,
who won the Heisman Trophy wearing
the winged helmet, played in the NFL,
and is now a sports anchor for ESPN,
makes Miami home. U-M alum Stephen
Ross, a successful developer who is the
largest single donor in the university’s
history, owns the NFL’s Miami Dolphins.

“Many people don’t know Stephen
Ross grew up here and went to Miami
Beach High School,” said Nat Moore,

who played 13 seasons for the Dolphins.
“He’s making sure the Dolphins are an
integral part of the community.”

The Cuban community is an impor-
tant facet of Miami’s culture and Cu-
ban-born Enrique Sosa, who lives on
Key Biscayne, still spends his summers
in Michigan where he worked for a dec-
ade as a high-ranking executive at Dow.
“I spent 15 years of my life in Midland
and we still have a summer place on
Lake Charlevoix. We’ve been going
there for 37 years,” said Sosa. “Here in
Miami the Little Havana area on Calle
Ocho gives you a taste of Cuban culture
with a lot of good food and shops.” Calle
Ocho offers live music, cigars, and peo-
ple watching. 

But if you want to see a human carni-

val of the exotic and eccentric South
Beach takes the cake. And none of the
colorful bars and restaurants there on
Ocean Drive are as colorful as The Pal-
ace, which offers fanciful street-side
drag shows. It’s owned by Tom Donall, a
Lansing native who also owns Spiral in
Old Town. Admittedly he, himself, is
about the only thing South Beach and
Lansing have in common. “It’s a whole
different vibe. People from around the
world come here to vacation. Lansing is
more like a family and a home and you
get to know people.”

Steve Farrell’s home is the Miami
Beach Golf Club, where he serves at di-
rector of golf, but he was born and raised
in Kalamazoo where he caddied at the
country club, became golf professional

and then moved to Miami in 1990. “I
make my way back to Kalamazoo to see
my mother and family each summer
when I know it’s going to be nice and
warm,” said Farrell who stargazes at his
course, which is open to the public. “We
get all sorts of celebrities and sports
stars who come here to play golf. We’re a
part of South Beach and everyone is
welcome.”

Miami Beach has welcomed many
Michiganders – and the Cadillac Hotel
and Beach Club is ready for those who
want to dive into the fun for a while. 

Contact Michael Patrick Shiels at
MShiels@aol.com His radio program
may be found at MiBigShow.com or
weekday mornings from 9 a.m. to noon
on WJIM AM 1240
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others during the pandemic.
In addition to the art installation,

Gamber was working on an art project
for Lent and Easter, so she said there
was no way she could sew 500 doves.
However, within the congregation were
sewers who throughout the pandemic
had made thousands of masks and do-
nated them to teachers, airline workers,
a fire station, first responders and any-
one else who asked for them.

“Why don’t we mobilize the mask
makers?” Gamber said, pointing out
their work had come to a standstill.

The search for material that would
stand up to the elements while looking
beautiful also came out of the mask
making the church had been doing and
Gamber’s construction in particular.

“The masks I made had polypropyl-
ene filters inside them,” Gamber said. “I
saw some metallic polypropylene ma-
terial. It doesn’t fray and it holds up to
the elements. We sew two pieces to-
gether to make our dove with a little
stuffing to make it a three-dimensional
quality and it will catch and reflect the
light.”

Each dove is about the size of a mask.
A member of their operations commit-
tee, Ken Hoffman, came up with the idea
of chains to hang them on so that they
wouldn’t tangle. Seven 30-foot chains
are filled with doves and hung from the
church’s bell tower in their front yard
and pulled out so that it appears the

doves are flying up to the trio of crosses
at the top of the tower.

“One of Cheryl’s wonderful gifts is
that she gets the congregation involved
in our liturgical art,” Miller said. “It is
something that she does, but she turns
it into a congregational project. She cre-
ated the template for the doves and
picked the materials. She put her artist
hat on and really went to town. Then we
did the recruiting and we’ve had a won-

derful response with folks across the
congregation wanting to help.”

On March 10, the church hung the
chains and dedicated the memorial with
a candle-light vigil. It was a windy night
that made it difficult to keep the candles
lit, but the doves flickered in the air,
each capturing the light of cars driving
by the intersection of Holt and Aurelius
Road where the church sits. Miller,
Gamber and the associate pastor Ben

Rumbaugh read out names and the in-
formation they had received about each
person and the bell tolled for each.

Gamber says she is sure that as each
dove was made, it was prayed over the
way the sewers did with the masks they
were making.

“Each dove represents a thousand
lives lost and that’s a lot of weight on
this little piece of fabric,” Gamber said.
“It’s an incredible, sobering number.”

She said it was important to them
that they open up the memorial to the
community, that anyone can send in in-
formation about a lost loved one.

“We want to show that as a church,
we care. People are important to us and
we are a church that reaches out into the
community,” Gamber said.

The fact that the fabric reflects the
light is important to Gamber and her
philosophy as an artist. One of her men-
tors talked in his book about how God
didn’t eliminate the darkness, he put
boundaries on it and the boundaries
were light.

“An artist’s job is also to do that, to
put boundaries on the darkness by
showing light and beauty,” Gamber said,
saying that when she saw the doves
hanging in the sanctuary before they
were installed, she was struck with that
thought. “They’re catching the light,
they’re reflecting light from the sun
coming through our ceiling. For those
people, it’s not all darkness, there is
light in this. To look for beauty is one of
the things that is important to be in gen-
eral and as an artist. Beauty is what we
are aiming at. The absence of beauty is
the absence of God.”

Doves
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The First Presbyterian Church of Holt has a memorial service March 10 at the
installation of a display of more than 500 hand-made doves, representing lives
lost in the pandemic. BRIDGETTE REDMAN


